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reconstructed. New activities and functions of education
are being sought and developed, and nothing is held so
sacred in administration, method, or content as not to
be open for re-examination and forced to justify itself
anew. American education has entered upon a distinctive
epoch of experimentation and change. While such a
situation is not without its perils, and each new proposal
should be carefully scrutinized before acceptance, the
present tendencies are in the main a sign of progress
and life.
SUMMARY OF THE CHAPTER
In the effort to enlarge and enrich the system of democratic educa-
tion that had taken shape in the United States by the close of the
nineteenth century, we have constantly tried to introduce changes
and improvements. We have endeavored to extend public education
to all sorts and classes of people, and to give every individual and
group a chance to make the most of natural endowment and legitimate
effort.
Hence have arisen new types and units of organization, such as
vocational training, continuation schools, adult education, and schools
for the physically, mentally, or morally handicapped, differentiated
high school courses, junior high schools, junior colleges, and nursery
schools.
Likewise classification and adaptation of courses to the interests
and needs of all the children have been greatly unproved through such
reorganization as the Santa Barbara, Batavia, Newton, Gary, Dalton,
and Winnetka plans, through reorganizing the material of the curricu-
lum, and through developmental methods of teaching like the socialized
recitation, problem method, project lesson, and Montessorian didactic
apparatus.
More fundamental have been the contributions made to educational
theory and practice by Dewey's experimental school and the progres-
sive schools stimulated by it. Another most significant movement has
been the application of statistical methods to the problems of education
started by Thorndike, and the effort to measure educational achieve-

